
R-controlled syllables(-or, -ar) 
 

 When an r comes after the vowel, the bossy r 

controls the sound of the vowel. The vowel is 

neither open nor closed. 
 

/or/ as in orbit 
 

/ar/ as in party 
 
 

Marking r-controlled syllables 
 Circle the vowel team 

 Put a swoop under the syllable 

 Put an r under the swoop because the syllable sound is 

controlled by the vowel team’s sound 
 

  orbit 
             

       r     c 
 
 

                           e 

party 

               

     r     o 
 

 


